Evaluation of the operative treatment of syndactyly.
A review of the records of 61 patients with 176 surgically treated webs was completed to evaluate the results of the different operative techniques used to separate the fingers. The postoperative follow-up period averaged 14 years, with a range from 2 to 38 years. The patients were assessed in two groups: those with major associated anomalies and those in whom syndactyly was the principal anomaly. Recurrence of the webs and flexion and extension contractures occurred more often when split-thickness grafts were used. To obtain a satisfactory result, a second procedure was necessary in 59% of patients with major associated anomalies, and in 30% of the patients who had syndactyly as the principal abnormality. Two types of patients were found to require subsequent operations: children treated prior to 18 months of age and those with complex syndactyly.